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Highnam Wildflower Project – Year 4 review 
 

Highnam Environmental Plan - Objective 1.i Wildflower project – wilding of green 

spaces via altered mowing regimes and selected planting including designated 

‘Pollinator Patches’.  

Pollinator Patches as of 2023:  

Patch 1 - Mary Grove (3 areas, 1 at each end of field plus area under trees) 

Patch 2 - Oakridge opp. Poole Ground 

Patch 3 - Oakridge nr. Monkey Bank  

Patch 4 - Maidenhall 

Patch 5 – Wetherleigh 

Patch 6 – Butterfly Crescent  

Patch 7 – Oakridge nr John’s Wood 1 

Patch 8 – Oakridge nr John’s Wood 2 

 

Wildflower survey areas 2023 

 
 

Autumn 2023 Review  
 

The agreed 2023 Plan:  

1. We had a very useful walk-around with the TBC and Ubico grounds managers 

in March 2023 to discuss the mowing of the green spaces and the locations of 

the pollinator patches.  
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2. An extension to one of the new pollinator patches along the Oakridge footpath 

was agreed, so that the patch extended northwards by ~30m, beyond the 

clump of trees. This was because several bee orchids had been recorded under 

these trees in the previous year and we wish to encourage their spread. The 

grass doesn’t grow particularly high under this shaded area, and the trees make 

it more difficult for the mowers to access anyway.  

3. An extension in length to the Poole Ground patch was also agreed, increasing 

the length of this patch by approximately 10m, as far as the next street light. 

This incorporated a small patch of wildflowers that flowered in an area of bare 

earth left from the footpath installation. It was agreed that Ubico would mow 

the edge immediately adjoining the road to maintain good visibility for 

drivers, and to provide a tidier edge that residents would find more acceptable. 

4. The western side of the Oakridge near Monkey Bank patch was to be extended 

to incorporate the area on the roadside of the new footpath. 

5. As before, the EWG confirmed they would mark out all patches with wooden 

stakes (which were to be left in-situ for the whole summer at the request of 

Ubico). All green spaces, with the exception of Mary Grove field, were to be 

mown by the small mower, following the usual 3 to 4 week schedule.  Mary 

Grove field was to be mown by the large mower every 6-8 weeks.  

6. No changes were required for the remaining patches. 

7. Community involvement – the wildflower survey group, made up of 10 

community volunteers, would be recruited to complete the annual survey of 

quadrats in all established pollinator patches. 

8. It was agreed that volunteers would cut the vegetation within the patches 

during August. Cuttings would be raked off and left as habitat piles in suitable 

locations.  

 

How did we do?  

Ten residents continue to carry out the annual botanical surveys of the pollinator 

patches. Each survey requires one quadrat inside the patch and a second one outside 

of the patch, in order to assess the effect of the reduced mowing regime on the 

floristic diversity of the grass areas. Results are input into a spreadsheet and a timeline 

of the tally of plant species graphed. 

 

Patch 1 - Mary Grove 

Perennial rye and annual meadow grasses still dominate in the area under the trees, 

with limited flowers due to shading. However, the area continues to provide a good 

refuge for wildlife. The extension of the southern end of the patch resulted in a good 

covering of wildflowers, with an increase in the numbers of different flowering plant 

species (including grasses) recorded this year compared to the previous year. 

Volunteers recorded 18 species of wildflowers flowering in the unmown area, 

compared with 6 in the mown area.   

 

Patch 2 - Oakridge opp. Poole Ground 

This patch continues to develop well. The yellow rattle plug plants from last year had 

self-seeded successfully and will hopefully help with weakening the grasses and allow 

more dominance of wildflowers. 30 species of wildflowers and grasses were recorded 

in the whole patch, with common knapweed being a dominant species. A good variety 

of pollinators and other wildlife were recorded using this patch, such as large skipper 

butterflies and white-tailed bumblebees.  
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Patch 3 - Oakridge nr Monkey Bank 

23 different species of flowering plants were recorded this year in the patch. 

Anecdotally there were less speedwells and birds foot trefoil seen, although several 

pyramidal and bee orchids continued to make an appearance.   

 

Patch 4 – Maidenhall 

24 different species of wildflowers and grasses were surveyed in the patch this year, a 

continued improvement on the 21 recorded last year and the 14 recorded in 2021. The 

yellow rattle continues to thrive and seed is collected in order to grow plants for other 

patches. In spring we supplemented the patch by planting some native English 

bluebells, wild daffodils and greater stitchwort plug plants. These were sourced from 

Ecohab Wildflowers, a local plant nursery located in Churcham. Unfortunately, this 

area of land was unexpectedly sold off at auction this autumn and to date, the new 

identity and intentions of the new owner is unknown. The parish council will try to 

establish contact and we hope that the new owner will allow us to continue 

maintaining this area as a pollinator patch. The 3 trees on the patch now have Tree 

Protection Orders (TPOs) and the parish council put in an application for ‘Village 

Green’ status for this land.    

 

Patch 5 - Wetherleigh Drive  

This patch is thriving and is much improved as a result of reducing the size last year. 

It has benefited from the additional planting of perennials and annuals by one of our 

volunteers, who has ‘adopted’ this patch.  This has improved the visual aspect of the 

area and provided a succession of flowering plants quite late into the season. This 

patch is typically cut last, to allow all of the flowers to go to seed.  

 

Patch 6 – Butterfly Crescent 

The EWG had restarted management activities of this area over the 2022/23 winter 

season, removing a substantial amount of the self-seeded tree saplings and brambles, 

to encourage the grasses and wildflowers to grow. Opening up the area has resulted in 

a return to higher biodiversity of plant species, with 26 different species being 

recorded, compared to 14 species in the previous year. There had been lots of 

sightings of butterflies, moths and other invertebrates in this area throughout the 

summer, including marble whites, cinnabar moths, grasshoppers, damselflies and 

beetles. 

 

Patches 7 and 8 – Oakridge 

A consistent ~20 different species of wildflowers and grasses have been recorded in 

one of these patches. We’ve surveyed these using a bioblitz method rather than a 

quadrat.   
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Report from Ubico (via TBC): 

 

No comment or issues arising from Ubico this year. 

 

Issues arising: 

 

1) We continue to receive complaints from one resident about this project for a 

variety of reasons e.g. use of stakes, creation of habitat piles from the grass 

cuttings, however these have been replied to and TBC and the parish council 

are happy with the procedures we have in place. A substantial amount of grass 

cuttings are created when the patches are cut at the end of the summer; we do 

not have the budget to remove these off-site so, in agreement with TBC, we 

move them to nearby areas. We try to make them discreet, but this can be 

difficult for the bigger patches. Some residents kindly allowed us use of their 

brown bins for one of the patches, but this is not a long term solution. 

 

 

Community involvement:  

 

We continue to publish articles in the monthly Village Link magazine, and on the 

Wild Highnam facebook group, updating residents on the pollinator patches and their 

continued development. 
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Plan for 2024 
 

We await the outcome of the change in ownership of the land which accommodates 

our Maidenhall patch. TBC have confirmed that Ubico have been instructed not to 

mow this area, going forward.  We plan to meet with TBC/Ubico in Spring 2024, to 

reaffirm our preferred mowing regime for all other patches, for the growing season. 

 

No layout modifications to any of the Pollinator Patches are proposed, for the 2024 

growing season.  Residents seemed accepting of the increased swathe of uncut grass 

in the new Oakridge patch, with two even commenting that they would like to see the 

whole verge left uncut over summer!  

 

If the budget allows, we will supplement flowering species in those patches where 

enrichment would enhance the habitat for wildlife.  

 

 


