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Planning Application for the Land North and South of Newent Road, Highnam. This application went 

to the planning committee in June. This was preceded by a site visit attended by myself, the planning 

officer and members of the planning committee so that the business park could be looked at, two 

mile lane and its issues experienced and the site and access for the proposed houses examined. The 

business park has been given delegated consent to expand and support rural businesses, but 

conditions will apply such as building heights and widening part two mile lane to create a wider 

access. The housing application was refused on the grounds that it was an example of bad planning, 

not being inclusive in the village and bolted onto the end. It was not within all defined settlement 

boundaries in the agreed planning policies. Highways and infrastructure also is an issue. There was 

many other concerns and failures with this site too. There was a good team approach between the 

Borough Councillors and the Parish Councillors in putting the relevant concerns forward. 

BCs received an update report on the A417. There will be 3.4 miles of new dual carriageway 

stretching from the Brockworth bypass to Cowley. Eliminating the traffic issues that occur at present 

around the Air Balloon roundabout. Construction is to start in Autumn 2023 with an aim for 

completion in 2026. The plans look well thought out and considerate to walkers, drivers, local 

residents and biodiversity in the area. 

The commercial Transformation team continue to work hard developing better systems. To name a 

few, Land registry files are being uploaded to computer systems to simplify storage and access, staff 

safety register is completed on line now making it easier to update information as situations change, 

Internal HR departmental paperwork is being streamlined and there is to be a Planning tracker, so 

that planning applications can be tracked through all stages and progress of an application, and 

monitored by the applicant. All these initiatives reduce the overall Council costs. 
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