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Councillor P Mclain sent his report.   
The Tewkesbury Borough plan document came before Full Council and has gone 
out for consultation on the modifications proposed by the inspector 
  
There is a Tewkesbury borough residents satisfaction survey which residents are 
being asked to complete anyone over the age of 18 can do this. It can be completed 
on line and I understand paper copies are also being distributed. 
  

The Gotherington High Court challenge was unsuccessful (from the council’ point of 
view) 
 

The background as you know was around the grounds for refusal of planning 
permission for 50 houses. However the core point is that councils cannot use so 
called windfall and oversupply development to demonstrate that they have met their 
housing needs supply. 
  
This will have a national impact as it establishes an entirely new legal precedent. All 
local authorities will now be studying the implications for their own areas. As you 
may have seen, the TBC planning team have cited recent planning inspector’s 
comments on appeals such as Coombe hill to suggest that oversupply could still be 
a factor. However as planning is quasi judicial, I fear the court ruling will take 
precedence in future appeals. 
  
The only positive is that the borough plan as mentioned above (if approved) will 
provide for a seven year supply, so hopefully speculative development will not be an 
issue. 
  
There was a Rural housing needs survey carried out by Gloucester rural community 
council earlier this year. It is now available to view on the TBC website whilst it does 
not cover Treddington and Stoke Orchard it may be worth looking at. There is a clear 
desire for community led housing and bringing together the 6 parishes to have one 
or two developments to make it more viable for registered provider partners or 
community led housing groups to deliver the housing. 
  
Council tax discount policy BC has agreed: 
Discount for second homes of 25% for maximum 6 months. E.g. newly inherited. 
Discount for empty home requiring major work to render them habitable 25% for 
maximum 12 months. Unoccupied furnished homes- no discount 
Empty homes will be charged a premium 200% over 5 years - 10 properties across 
the borough. Empty homes premium will be increased to 300% for unfurnished 
homes remaining empty for more then 10 years. 9 in entire borough -this is with the 
intention of bringing empty properties back into use Council tax reduction scheme for 
those on a low income- 4,884 households (working and pension age)—- 3017 of 
working age. 
 
Re fly tipping. The Courts are passing low sentences for those convicted - roughly 
£200 which is often less than fixed penalty notices for fly tipping. 



 
Also tippers are getting wise to tbc sifting through fly tipping for information. So a 
new approach is being piloted to put in signage and concealed cctv (This avoids 
RIPA and data protection snares) with signs advising that they are in place at 
entrance to villages. Installation will be covert so less likely to be vandalised. 
 
Funding out of reserves 6 month trial of two cameras £1730 
 


