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                            Highnam Parish Council
       Lassington Oak                                  Highnam ~ Linton ~ Over ~ Lassington

Minutes of  a Meeting of Highnam Parish Council held in The Gambier Parry Hall 
on Tuesday 8th February 2011 at 7.30pm.

Present: Cllrs R Hanbury, (Chairman), D Davies, D Nelson, M Heenan, Y Watkins, A Campbell, 


  The Rev’d P Kemp

In Attendance: Mrs J Rosam (Clerk), Cllr P Awford and 2 members of the public.

Before the business of the meeting, a maximum of 15 minutes will be allowed for questions and comments from members of the public – none.
1. Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr M McGillion.  It was noted that Cllr E Keene had 
resigned.
2. Members of the Council are invited to declare any interest they may have in the business set 
out below.


Cllr The Rev’d Kemp signed the book in relation to agenda item 13.

3. Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 11th January 2011.


The minutes were received and signed by the Chairman as an accurate record.

4.
County Councillor’s Report

Cllr Awford reported that the County Council’s proposed budget would be decided this month.  
Contentious cuts included the library service and day centres with protected areas likely to be 
vulnerable adults and young people.  
Cllr Awford is chairing the scrutiny committee which is 
currently investigating the recent Ofsted report on safeguarding children.  Cllr Hanbury 
requested that Cllr Awford focuses next month on the effects that the cuts will have directly on 
Highnam.
5.
District Councillor’s Report

Cllr Davies reported that severe cuts were expected but contingency measures were well in hand 
and there would be no increase in the Borough’s council tax.  Following two pre planning 
meetings within the village for wind farms, he was not able to say what the Borough’s view 
would be on these.  He had also attended the recent meeting about a proposed retirement village.  
It was felt that whilst there was a need for elderly people’s accommodation, further work would 
need to be done on producing detailed statistics and information. Extensive work had been 
carried out on the hedges this month thanks to the Borough and work had started on the pond at 
the allotments.
6.
Clerk’s Report

Correspondence:
· Full details of the procedures for the forthcoming elections.

· Booklets and DVD for ‘hedgelink’.

· Newsletter and annual report from Gloucestershire Playing Fields Association.

· Briefing notes on the Localism Bill

· Invitation to the Parish Seminar at Tewkesbury BC on Thursday 3rd March

· Notice that the next Newent & Area Neighbourhood Panel meeting will be on Tues 15th February at 8pm in the Gambier Parry Hall.

· Notice from Minsterworth Parish Council that it will be holding a British Legion 90th anniversary event on Sun 29th May.
· Notice of a Village Agent meeting on Wed 23rd February to discuss facilities for older residents.


The Clerk reported that the PCSO’s had agreed to carry out a speed survey on the B4215.


The Annual Parish Meeting was arranged for Thursday 24th March at 7.30pm in the Parish Room.
7.
Recreation Ground Project update – Cllr A Campbell

There is to be wildflower day, possibly on 2nd April when plug plants will be put in the 
playground meadow, bird boxes installed and hedges layed.  

A grant application is currently being made to Awards for All for the new goal ends and there has 
been some fund raising.

8.
Parish Plan Refresh update – Cllr M Heenan


Detailed information had been put in the Link with a request for residents to lead action groups.  
It was agreed that the Plan would be advertised at the Community Day together with information 
on what has been achieved so far.  It was noted that proceeds on the day would be divided 
among the cricket club, the Youth Café, the Old School refurbishment and the latest recreation 
ground project.
9.
Grounds

The Clerk had met with Richard Gray and Alan Smith from Gloucestershire Highways and Rob 
Keene to discuss snow warden and highways issues.  She reported that:

It was agreed that Mr Keene would meet with Alan Smith to clarify the role of the snow warden.


It was agreed that Mr Keene would keep a small supply of salt that he would distribute around the 
village when needed in areas agreed by the Council.  Two locations identified were the path to the 
shop and Wetherleigh Drive for the school.


To consider the following:

· (a) The siting of new dog bins in the village

It was agreed to install new dog waste bins on the public open space at the bottom of Limekiln Grove/Mary Grove and on Oakridge by the stile to Monkey Back.

· (b) The installation of a bus shelter in Maidenhall
The decision on this was deferred.  Provision of bus shelters is part of the Parish Plan Refresh with funds available in next year’s budget.  Concern was expressed that the site opposite the shop was narrow for a shelter.

· (c) The installation of new tarmac paths at various sites in the village

Not agreed.  It was felt that the installation of the spine road footpath should take priority at present.

· (d) The provision of salt bins for private use

Not agreed.  This provision is not within the remit of the Council.  The spine road will still be gritted for the time being as it is a bus route and grit in bins is for use on roads. It is the responsibility of home owners to clear and grit their own paths.

10.
Highways  

Update on spine road footpath and to agree exchange of letters with Glos County Council - Clerk


The Exchange of Letters from Gloucestershire County Council was signed so that work can be 
carried out on the length of path from Pipers Grove to the bus shelter.  It was agreed to contact 
Greenfields to see if they would install this piece first.  The Clerk was still waiting for a licence 
from Tewkesbury BC before she could apply for funding for the longer path.  
11.
Community Centre 

Cllr Watkins reported that the kitchen roof on the Parish Room had been repaired, Wi-Fi was still 
being installed and prices were being raised for casual and corporate users.  They were looking to 
split the manager’s role and advertise for a separate caretaker/cleaner.  A new web-site has been 
designed, lighting repaired and the next major job to be carried out will be repairs to the car park.
12.
Planning 
	10/00990/FUL  
	Mr R Keene
	Over Farm, Over Bridge,    
	Erection of a new building to accommodate a replacement farm shop and a visitor/education centre
	01/03/2011

	Council would report to the Borough Council that it did not object to this application.  However, it was concerned that this expansion could set a possible precedent for similar developments on farmland.  It also wanted clarification of what would happen to the existing buildings.  It supported this business venture and welcomed the educational aspect and creation of more jobs.  It was noted that Cllr Davies did not participate in the discussion and did not vote.  All other Councillors were in favour.

	11/00001/FUL  
	Mr N Warren
	9 Wetherleigh Drive    Highnam    
	Erection of 2.4m x 1.8m wooden garden shed.
	14/02/2011

	11/00027/FUL  
	Mr K Emerson
	9 Oakridge    Highnam    
	Single storey extension to provide larger kitchen/breakfast room and conservatory
	11/02/2011

	11/00037/FUL  
	Mr P East
	The Villa     Newent Road    Highnam    
	Demolition of existing, one and a half storey extension. Erection a two storey extension in same location.
	25/02/2011

	11/00044/FUL  
	Instinctively Green
30 Coles Lane Oakington Cambridge 
Mr A Broadway
	Overton Cottages    Maisemore 
	Erection of a domestic wind turbine (maximum height of 25m to tip of blade)
	25/02/2011

	11/00083/FUL  
	Mr C Taylor
	4 Beech Close    Highnam   
	Proposed single storey and two storey extensions with porch extensions to frontage.(Revised application 10/00817/FUL)
	28/02/2011


No objections to remaining planning applications.
13.
Finance  
Invoices for payment:

	Standing orders RBS a/c
	Cheque
	Power
	 

	28/02/2011
	JA Rosam - salary
	s/o
	17
	£374.05

	Cheques - RBS a/c

	08/02/2011
	Society of Local Council Clerks Membership
	1033
	23
	£95.00

	08/02/2011
	Tewkesbury BC - dog bin
	1034
	28
	£234.00

	08/02/2011
	Mrs J A Rosam - expenses
	1035
	12
	£14.14

	08/02/2011
	Glos CC - footpath (refundable)
	1036
	5
	£850.00

	 
	 
	 
	 
	£1,567.19


Additional invoices

	08/02/2011
	Guy Shankster – Glebe Gardening
	1037
	4
	£27.50

	08/02/2011
	Perpetua Press - leaflets
	1038
	16
	£82.80

	08/02/2011
	Gloucestershire Rural Community Council
	1039
	23
	£25.00

	08/02/2011
	Highnam Parochial Church Council
	1040
	S137
	£500.00

	08/02/2011
	Highnam Youth Cafe
	1041
	S137
	£500.00


All agreed

Bank reconciliation 
	RBS Account

	Balance at 24/12/2010
	£22,517.27
	Payments Feb 2011
	£1,567.19

	Payments Jan 2011
	£11,858.57
	Restricted funds
	£1,675.04

	Balance at 28/01/2011
	£10,658.70
	Operating balance
	£7,416.47

	Co-Op accounts

	Community Direct Plus
	
	Business Select 14 Day
	 

	Balance at 02/02/2011
	£237.78
	Balance at 02/02/2011
	£12,521.92

	Recreation Ground Project

	Balance at 24/12/2010
	£4,641.41
	
	 

	Received Jan 2011
	£119.00
	Payments Jan 2011
	£4.49

	Interest
	£0.50
	Operating balance
	£4,756.42


Agreed
To consider 

· A request from Highnam Church for a grant of £500 towards churchyard maintenance.


Agreed

· A request from FC Highnam for a grant towards a new club house.


Council does not have sufficient funds to make a significant grant towards the new club house, the 
request was therefore declined.

The Chairman had received a request from Highnam Youth Café for a donation towards costs.  It was agreed to grant £500.

14.
Residual items.  


None

Next Meeting: Tuesday 8th March 2011 in the Old School
Signed________________________________________         Date_________________________
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