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                            Highnam Parish Council
       Lassington Oak                                  Highnam ~ Linton ~ Over ~ Lassington
Minutes a Meeting of Highnam Parish Council
held in The Old School on Tuesday 10 September 2013
Present: Cllrs: M Heenan (Chairman), D Davies, D Nelson, S Bennett, Y Watkins, W Davis, 
                       C Penny

In attendance: Mr. R Hicks (Clerk), Cllr P Awford and 3 members of the public.
Public Forum:   
A question was raised about the land identified for Affordable Housing.  Also a comment regarding an application for planning permission for housing on land close to the Surgery.
A suggestion has been made that picnic benches could be installed on the Open Space at the end of Mary and Limekiln Groves, and an offer made towards their funding.

Question was asked about more daffodil bulbs for planting in the village; these are to be ordered soon.
1.      Apologies for Absence 
There were no apologies for absence.
2.     Members of the Council are invited to declare any interest they may have in the business set out below:
            None declared.

3.      Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 9 July 2013
            The minutes were received and signed by the Chairman as an accurate record.
4.      County Councillor’s Report 
Cllr P Awford reported that a windfall of £1million had been received from Icelandic Bank, which is to be invested in highways.  Also that Highways have already been looking at carrying out improvements to roundabouts on A40, ahead of possible future developments.  Cllr Awford  will be making a complaint about the problems caused in Highnam and Minsterworth by the A417 road closures.
Question was asked why the water supply in Highnam had been off 3 times in a month; Cllr Awford to query with Severn Trent.

5.      District Councillor’s Report 
Cllr Davies reported that the JCS is now complete, 130 pages long, after 5 years.  This report lays out the proposed strategy to 2031.  Lib Dems had been trying to get support for an Eco Village in Highnam; the JCS report DOES NOT include any large scale development in Highnam.  Most development will take place in the TBC area.  There will be a 6 week consultation period from 15 October and the report will be available on line.  Rural areas are to take 2700 new houses, but some are already built or approved for building, which means that 14/15 villages will need to accept around a further 800 houses in total between them.
A vote of thanks was given to Cllr Davies for his hard work to protect Highnam from large scale development.

6.      Clerk’s Report
            Clerk reported that there had been a good response to request for declarations of support for a Village Green at the end of Mary and Limekiln Groves.
            Correspondence had been received from Cheltenham, Cirencester and Tewkesbury Citizens Advice Bureau to announce its closure, from Highnam Allotment Association as a Parish Council Tenant reporting a spate of recent thefts and from Stagecoach that they would not be able to contribute towards a bus shelter at Over; Bennetts have not responded to a similar request.
            Council annual accounts have been approved by the external auditor.

            Councils’ telephone contract is being switched from BT to Mainstream Digital to make significant savings.

            Fasthosts are still refusing to accept a link to a Paypal account without a card being registered; Clerk to continue to pursue this matter.

            A request has been received from Highnam PCC for a donation towards the upkeep of church grounds; a donation of £500 was agreed.

            Forms will be submitted to TBC within 2 weeks for the protection of green areas in Highnam.

7.       Strategic Planning Committee

            A meeting was held last week, attended by 5 members.  A suggestion has been made that we need a Neighbourhood Development Plan; to be investigated, and could include neighbouring parishes.  This is not a short term item, and would end up at public consultation.
8. i.    Parish Open Space/Right to Bid
Ongoing with TBC.
   ii.    Village Green
            A letter has been sent to TBC, asking for confirmation regarding the status of the open 

            space.  A reply is still awaited.

   iii.   Picnic Benches
            Cost is £100-£200 each, with additional costs if a concrete base and securing is needed.   
9.       Affordable Housing
      Clarification has been made regarding the area being offered by Mr C Hammond.  Mr M Hutchings has referred this to TBC for comment.
10.     Bus Shelters
Prices have been obtained for purpose built shelters, and no objection raised by Glos CC provided the footpath is not affected.  Clerk was asked to contact local residents to advise them of plans, and to see whether help might be made available.
11.     Celebrate Your Space
            Cllr Nelson investigating possible grant application.
12.     Anonymous Letters
            Chairman explained that anonymous letters had been received; he felt that Council     
            should have a policy to deal with this.  It was agreed that unless a criminal activity was 

            being reported, anonymous letters would be ignored.  An entry would be made in Link 

            to make parishioners aware of this policy.

13.     Planning

	13/00367/FUL
	Mr C Greenwood
	65 Maidenhall GL2 8DJ
	Amendment to application, removing front extension from application

	13/00918FUL
	Mr & Mrs M McCarthy
	7 Oakridge GL2 8EF
	Proposed Conservatory to rear

	13/00920/FUL
	Mr & Mrs Gilchrist
	49 Brimsome Meadow GL2 8EW
	Erection of single storey rear extension


            There were no objections .
14. i.       Finance   -  to approve invoices for payment

	RBS a/c
	Cheque
	Power
	  Amount 


	28 August 2013
	Admin Costs
	S/O
	       13  
	£    360.75

	10 September 2013
	Gloucester Brass
	000048
	   S137
	£      95.00

	10 September 2013
	Glos Playing Fields Association
	000049
	       14
	£      50.00

	10 September 2013
	Grant Thornton UK
	000050
	       16
	£    360.00

	10 September 2013
	Guy Shankster
	000051
	         4
	£    116.25

	10 September 2013
	L Pritchard ( replaces Chq 000041 )
	000052
	   S137
	£      50.03


            Invoices were approved for payment.

     ii.   Parish Clerk – Salary Increase

            Approved

15.  Bank Reconciliation

	Bank reconciliation July 2013

	RBS Account

	Balance at 28 June 2013
	£38,744.16
	Payments July 2013
	£11,408.63

	Receipts July 2013
	£3,713.37
	Restricted funds
	£21,191.28

	 
	
	Operating balance
	£9,857.62

	Recreation Ground Project

	Balance at 27/06/2012
	£3,627.27
	Restricted funds
	£625.05

	 
	
	
	 

	 
	 
	Operating balance
	£3,002.22

	
	
	
	

	Restricted funds in RBS a/c
	
	
	

	Project Reserves
	£10,000.00
	
	

	Council Reserves
	£10,000.00
	
	

	Fun Day Reserves
	£625.50
	
	

	Unpaid Cheques
	£565.78
	
	

	
	£21,191.28
	
	


	Bank reconciliation August 2013

	RBS Account

	Balance at 31 July 2013
	£30,173.36
	Payments August 2013
	£1,042.19

	Receipts August 2013
	£0.00
	Restricted funds
	£20,719.09

	 
	
	Operating balance
	£8,412.08

	Recreation Ground Project

	Balance at 27/06/2012
	£3,627.27
	Restricted funds
	£625.05

	 
	
	
	 

	 
	 
	Operating balance
	£3,002.22

	
	
	
	

	Restricted funds in RBS a/c
	
	
	

	Project Reserves
	£10,000.00
	
	

	Council Reserves
	£10,000.00
	
	

	Fun Day Reserves
	£625.50
	
	

	Unpaid Cheques
	£93.59
	
	

	
	£20,719.09
	
	


16.     Residual Items
1.   Chairman is to attend Town & Parish Council seminar at TBC.
               2.   The matter of children cycling in Lassington Wood was raised again; it was 

                     decided that provided no damage was being caused, then no action would be 

                     taken. 
3. It was reported that work was taking place on the cycle path, but there was no signage at the Highnam end to warn users of the possible danger.
4. Users of the Village Halls are to be reminded that the disabled bays are for disabled users.

5. Question was asked why the football club changing rooms are taking so long to build; it was reported that there is a problem in getting the electrical supply in, and this is due to happen now early October.
6. Cllr Penny is to make enquiries regarding grants toward a pump track.
7. A report was made of vehicles parked on the green area at the side of the spine road, whilst dogs were walked; probably not Highnam residents.
8. Cllr Watkins reported that new oak fire doors had now been fitted to Parish Rooms.
9. It was asked whether allotmenteers could be asked to park in the layby, rather than causing an obstruction by the allotment entrance.
The meeting closed at 9.05pm
Next meeting  10 September 2013 at 7.30pm in Old School Room                                                                      
 Signed______________________________________________   Date __________________
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