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                            Highnam Parish Council
       Lassington Oak                                  Highnam ~ Linton ~ Over ~ Lassington

Minutes a Meeting of Highnam Parish Council
held in The Old School on Tuesday 9 April 2013
Present: Cllrs: M Heenan (Chairman), D Nelson, M Welch, W Davis, Y Watkins, 

                        C Penny

In attendance: Mr. R Hicks (Clerk),  Cllr P Awford (Glos CC ), and 2 members of the public.
Public Forum:   
It was asked if more daffodils could be provided by the Council for planting; this was agreed and Mrs J Storey has volunteered to plant them.  It was also asked whether consideration could be given to having the Open Space behind Mary and Lime Kiln Groves designated as a Village Green.
1.      Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Cllrs S Bennett and D Davies.  

2.     Members of the Council are invited to declare any interest they may have in the business set 
out below.

            Cllr D Nelson declared an interest in Item 10 Planning.
   3.      Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 12 March 2013
            The minutes were received and signed by the Chairman as an accurate record.
4.      County Councillor’s Report 
Cllr Awford reported that little had changed from the report given to the Annual Parish Meeting on 28 March 2013.  The Council numbers had been reduced from 63 to 53; the new Boundary Commission has made changes which mean that Highnam has been designated capital town of the 21 Parishes formerly making up Severn Vale.
5.      District Councillor’s Report 
In Cllr Davies absence there was no report, but Cllr Awford commented that restructuring at Tewkesbury Borough Council had reduced Director numbers by 3, and applications have been sought for a Deputy Director to replace them.
6.      Clerk’s Report
            Clerk reported that the Audit Pack had been received from Grant Thornton, and that he had attended an Audit Training Clinic on 27 March, which had been very informative and well worth while.  Council had received invitations to a Service at Gloucester Cathedral on Sunday 2 June 2013, to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the Queens Coronation, and also from TBC to the Mayor Making on Tuesday 7 May 2013.  The grant of £3400 towards the cost of the safety improvements at the Play Park has been paid into Councils bank account.  An Email had been received complaining of a bonfire at the allotments; Clerk was asked to send a reply.  A large hole has been reported by Guy Shankster in the mound at the Play Park, along with damage to the rope ladder on the castle.  Clerk to talk to Guy about repairs to the hole.  
7.       Parish Open Space
           Chairman reported that a reply had been received from TBC to the letter regarding ‘Land to the rear of 3 The Paddocks’.  They reported that policies had changed to allow the possible sale of this land.  Chairman is to write again, taking up points made in their letter, and in particular asking how the policy change came about.

8.       Community Right to Bid

            TBC to be asked to provide a list of assets in Highnam which could be subject to this.
9.       Affordable Housing
            Cllr Welch has been trying to arrange a meeting with Martin Hutchings and Cllr D Davies to pursue this matter.  Nothing further to report. 
10.      Planning

	13/00235/FUL
	Mrs Williams
	9 Cottage Field GL2 8NG
	Proposed rear conservatory

	13/00248/FUL
	Astmans Farm
	GL2 8DH
	Proposed quadruple garage with residential store/gym over

	13.00244/FUL
	 Mr JC Greenough
	15 Brimsome Meadow GL2 8EW
	Extension at front to extend kitchen and bedroom


            Cllr Nelson did not take part in discussion on 13/00244/FUL; there were no objections to 

the first 2 items; objection to be lodged on item3 – 4 objected, 1 abstained.
11.      Finance –the following invoices were agreed for payment: 

	RBS a/c
	Cheque
	Power
	 


	28 March 2013
	Admin Costs
	S/O
	       17
	£    360.75

	 9 April 2013
	Glos Rural Com Council
	000021
	       23
	£      25.00

	 9 April 2013
	CCT CAB
	000022
	   S137
	£      50.00

	 9 April 2013
	Guy Shankster                                               
	000023
	         4
	£    243.75

	 9 April 2013
	HCCT
	000024
	       19
	£    293.00

	 9 April 2013     
	Loop Scorpio
	000025 
	       12
	£      57.00

	 9 April 2013
	Society of Local council Clerks
	000026
	       23
	£      50.00

	 9 April 2013
	GAPTC
	000027
	       23
	£    409.80

	 9 April 2013
	GAPTC
	000028
	       16
	£      30.00


12.       Bank Reconciliation

	Bank reconciliation March 2013

	RBS Account

	Balance at 28 February 2013
	£27,314.94
	Payments March 2013
	£9,340.94

	Receipts February 2013
	£158.05
	Restricted funds
	£20,051.75

	 
	
	Operating balance
	-£2,235.80

	Recreation Ground Project

	Balance at 28/12/2012
	£3,626.56
	Restricted funds
	£625.05

	Receipts March 2013
	£0.34
	
	 

	 
	 
	Operating balance
	£3,000.77

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Restricted funds in RBS a/c
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Project Reserves
	£10,000.00
	
	

	Council Reserves
	£10,000.00
	
	

	Unpaid Cheques
	£72.00
	
	

	
	£20,072.00
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


13. Residual Items   

The missing lamp post at Hill Crest was queried; Cllr Awford will raise the matter with Richard          Waters, Glos Highways; he will also raise again the matter of the sign which needs straightening on the B4215 just prior to the A40.

A report was made of a stile in poor condition at the top of the allotments, leading to Josephs Bank; Cllr Awford to report to the Footpaths Officer.  Clerk was asked to contact Andy Fowler for a list of any stiles he knows need some attention.

Report was made of a broken sign at the stile from the Spine Road leading to Josephs Bank.

A suggestion was put forward for a ‘Pump Track’ to be built adjacent to the Play Park, for use by older children.

The meeting closed at 8.30pm

Next meeting  14 May 2013 at 7.30pm in Old School Room                                                                      
         Signed______________________________________________   Date __________________
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