
`[image: image1.png]


                            Highnam Parish Council
       Lassington Oak                                  Highnam ~ Linton ~ Over ~ Lassington

Minutes a Meeting of Highnam Parish Council
held in The Old School on Tuesday 13 November 2012 at 7.30pm.

Present: Cllrs: M Heenan (Chairman), D Davies, Y Watkins,  D Nelson, C Penny,  M Welch 
In attendance: Mr. R Hicks (Clerk),  Cllr P Awford (Glos CC ), 3 members of the public
Public Forum:

Phil Taylor from Highnam FC gave an update on the intended new clubhouse/changing     room, due to be started early 2013 and due for completion before the end of 2013. Mrs Storey reported that almost 550 daffodil bulbs had been planted, and also asked whether the open space behind Mary Grove could be designated as a village green, to reduce the prospect of attempts to seek permission to build on this area.  MrsMcGillion reported that her son had tripped at the Playpark, where the surfacing had lifted, and sustained a gash to his forehead. 
1.      Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Cllrs S Bennett and W Davis. 
2.     Members of the Council are invited to declare any interest they may have in the business set 
out below.

            None.
   3.      Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 9 October 2012
            The minutes were received and signed by the Chairman as an accurate record.
4.      County Councillor’s Report 
Cllr Awford reported that there would be no increase in precept next year; the squeeze would be on again; a high proportion of budget was spent on the cost of care.  All elected members had been given an available spend of £10,000, which would have to go round 17 parishes.  The badger cull was again referred to, also plans for improved planning enforcement.  He spoke about a JCS tour around Gloucester, Cheltenham and Tewkesbury.  He will contact Glos CC highways regarding their holding letter reference poor performance, and gave a brief report on the situation regarding Police Commissioners.    
5.      District Councillor’s Report 
      Cllr Davies reported on proposed improvements to IT at TBC, on cost savings made by 

      TBC, waste management and discussions at TBC regarding improving planning enforcement. He also referred the situation in Brimsome Meadow where fences had to be restored to their original positions, and the fact that the side panels have not been reduced.  He asked that Council write to TBC legal dept. asking them to pursue enforcement on this matter.                                  
6.      Clerk’s Report
Clerk reported that discussions are taking place with Glos CC to improve the cycle path at  the bottom where the surface has become eroded; also progress is being made to improve the footpath between Lassington Lane and Mary Grove. Quotes were presented for repairs the surfaces at the Playpark; other quotes are to be sought. A proposal was made by Cllr Heenan that we proceed with a wet pour choice for repair, seconded by Cllr Watkins, all in favour. A grant is to be applied for toward cost, and consideration given to seeking recompense from Greenfields.  The village signs are hoped to be installed by 23 November.  A holding letter had been received from Glos CC reference poor service this year.
7.       Grounds 
            The Playpark situation had been fully discussed
            A request had been received for Council to purchase a hedge trimmer, for use by the Gardening Club, and others, when caring for Council grounds.  This was agreed.
8.       Joint Core Strategy
Cllr Heenan presented an appraisal summary which read as follows:
G8 Land to the West of Gloucester at Highnam –

            ‘This area performed poorly against several of the SA objectives and did not score well against any of the objectives. While much of the area is unconstrained against flood risk, the flood zone lies to the east and south of the area which could have implications for access into this broad location area unless significant infrastructure is put in place to ensure new development does not become isolated following a flood event. This area performed particularly poorly against the objective to preserve the best and most versatile agricultural land; approximately 50% of the area is the highest classification, Grade 1. The broad location is remote and rural; large scale development would be expected to overwhelm the small settlement of Highnam. Accessibility would also be an issue and development at this broad location is expected to increase the use of the private car to access employment, education, and community services and facilities, unless significant investment into public transport and sustainable transport measures were made’ 
 9.      Weeds/Gutters                                                                                                          

Guy Shankster is to work on clearing some of these during the winter months.  Next year if there is no improvement in the service received from Gloucester Highways, the plan is to get Guy to spray the weeds and then pay TBC for a rip and sweep service.

10.     Highnam FC                                             

Highnam FC asked if the Parish Council would pay for hall hire for a fundraising event.  Discussion took place, but as HCCT had already offered a preferential rate it was decided not to agree to this request.                                                                      
11.     Affordable Housing 
Chairman suggested we consider providing some affordable housing in Highnam, which                    may then preclude the possibility of any other housing development being forced upon us.  It was suggested that we look into the possibility of a presentation by GRCC advisor at the January meeting.  Suggestions were invited for any possibilities of suitable land that may be available.
 12.      Planning – to consider the following application
	12/01082/FUL
	Mr & Mrs York
	125 Maidenhall
Highnam GL2 8DJ
	Demolition of existing garage &
Single storey outhouses. Erection of

2 storey side extention.


No objection.  All agreed.  Two further applications which had been received after the agenda had been published were also considered.
	12/1109/FUL
	Mr & Mrs Dale
	20 Wetherleigh Drive Highnam GL2 8LW
	First floor extension over existing single storey ground floor

	12/0119/FUL
	Mr & Mrs Merrick
	9 Turners Close  Highnam GL2 8EH
	Proposed single storey rear extension


      No objection.  All agreed.

13. Finance 
A request had been received from Highnam Church Council for a donation of £500 towards the cost of maintaining the churchyard.  This was agreed.
Cllr Watkins gave a report on the Budget/Strategy meeting held on 20 October.  It was proposed by Cllr Watkins, seconded by Cllr Heenan that the precept remained unchanged. There were no objections.  All in favour.

           To agree the following invoices for payment

	19 September 2012
	31st Gloucester Highnam Scout Group
	001138
	S137
	£506.03

	19 September 2012
	Glos Playing Fields Association
	001139
	    14
	£50.00

	27 September 2012
	Clerks Salary
	001140
	    17
	£288.75

	27 September 2012
	HMRC
	001141
	    17
	£216.00

	03 October 2012
	Guy Shankster
	001142
	      4
	£ 94.60

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	£1155.38


14.     Bank Reconcilliation
	Bank reconciliation October 2012

	RBS Account

	Balance at 28 September 2012
	£46,631.84
	Payments October 2012
	£1,415.93

	Receipts October 2012
	£0.00
	Restricted funds
	£32,607.38

	 
	
	Operating balance
	£12,608.53

	Recreation Ground Project

	Balance at 27/04/2012
	£3,625.46
	Restricted funds
	£625.05

	Receipts June 2012
	£0.36
	Operating balance
	£3,000.77

	Restricted funds in RBS a/c
	
	
	

	Uncleared cheques
	£2,082.75
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	PWLB
	£10,524.63
	
	

	Project reserves
	£10,000.00
	
	

	Council Reserves
	£10,000.00
	
	

	
	£32,607.38
	
	

	
	
	
	


15.    Residual Items 
Cllr Heenan reported that RSPB propose to close the Highnam woods car park for a number of months to deter unwanted activities.  A suspicious male had also been reported in Lassington Woods.
The Town and Parish Seminar to be held on 12 December was raised;  Cllrs Heenan and Penny to attend.
The bus stop at the top of Brimsome Meadow was raised.  Because there is no surfaced area beyond the bus stop, there had been complaints.  It is to be seen whether this can be remedied 

Meeting closed at 9.15pm

Date of next meeting  8 January 2013  at 7.30pm in the Old School Room 
         Signed______________________________________________   Date __________________
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