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                            Highnam Parish Council
       Lassington Oak                                  Highnam ~ Linton ~ Over ~ Lassington

Minutes a Meeting of Highnam Parish Council
held in The Old School on Tuesday 10 July 2012 at 7.30pm.

Present: Cllrs: M Heenan (Chairman), D Davies, Y Watkins, W Davis
In attendance: Cllr P Awford 9 Glos County Council ), Mr. R Hicks (Clerk),  Mr M Welch and Mrs J Rosam (part only )
Public Forum:   No members of the public present
Cllr. M Heenan thanked Mrs. J Rosam for her services as clerk for 5 ½ years, and presented her with cards and a bouquet of flowers.

1.      Co-option of new member.
Cllr. Heenan introduced Mr. Mike Welch, and reported that he had expressed an interest in joining the council. Mr. Welch was nominated by Cllr. Heenan & seconded by Cllr. Davies, all in favour.              
2.      Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr. D Nelson.                                                                                                        

3.     Members of the Council are invited to declare any interest they may have in the business set 
out below.

None
   4.      Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 12 June 2012
The minutes were received and signed by the Chairman as an accurate record.
5.      County Councillor’s Report 
Cllr P Awford reported that budget cuts were affecting the amount of grass cutting being done; areas of visibility where health & safety was an issue were priority. He had spoken with county and gully weeds in Highnam will be dealt with. He commented that Highnam was looking very good.
   6.      District Councillor’s Report 
Cllr Davies asked if clerk would write to County about gully weeds to speed up the matter. He reported on an issue of garden creep where fences had been moved causing footpath widths to be narrowed. There has been a lengthy dispute which has now resulted in a judgement which means fences must be restored to their original position.

7.         Clerk’s Report
Clerk reported that a sports award was available for young people in the county. A note will be placed in the Link. Brockworth PC had contacted all local Parish Councils lobbying for financial support towards a TBC Dog Warden; Clerk to ask how much? Information had been received regarding the supply of fireworks for jubilee celebrations; also Red Cross are looking for volunteers. 
8.
Grounds  
            Cllrs. Davis & Nelson had a meeting to discuss issues raised with regard to playground               safety. It was confirmed that the tunnel does need to be dealt with. Costs could be £850 to remove the tunnel, £2500-£3000 to remedy tunnel safely, £400 to secure matting. Clerk to write to Greenfields expressing Council concerns.
9. Request to contribute towards weed spraying in the borough

A request from Brockworth PC regarding weed spraying was discussed. The clerk was asked to contact them with a polite refusal as the County are dealing with this matter.

10.       Localism Act

Cllr. Heenan talked about the issues of this act, and felt that there is no cause for concern. He moved that the TBC draft proposals be accepted. All in favour. Clerk to contact TBC to establish who needs to sign and return acceptance.                     
11.
Finance 
            To agree the following invoices for payment

	
RBS Premium a/c
	Cheque
	Power
	 

	10 July 2012
	Cheltenham Mowers Ltd
	001119
	4   
	£ 82.66

	10 July 2012
	Highnam Community Centre Trust
	001120
	19
	£ 18.00 

	10 July 2012
	Glebe Gardening
	001121
	4
	£139.38

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	£240.04


                  No bank statements had yet been received so it was not possible to provide a bank reconciliation.  This is to be provided by Email when available.

                  A brief discussion took place regarding internet banking. To be considered further at a later date.

                  Clerk was asked to write to Mrs. K Cudby thanking her for her efforts with regard to Highnam Fun Day.

12. Residual items.                                

Reference was made to the Highnam Woods problem, and actions taken to reduce this.

Cllr. Heenan reported that he had attended the licencing of our new vicar who will be in the parish for to years before he retires. 

It was reported that the head of Highnam School is retiring at the end of this term. Clerk was asked to write and pass on Councils thanks and best wishes.

Part of the roof of the Old School is to be repaired to solve a leak problem. Comment was made about the improvement to the floor in the Parish Hall.   
                                                 The meeting closed at 8.45pm   
       Next Meeting: Tuesday 11 September 2012 
Signed______________________________________________   Date __________________
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