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                            Highnam Parish Council
       Lassington Oak                                  Highnam ~ Linton ~ Over ~ Lassington

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Highnam Parish Council
held in The Old School on Tuesday 8 May  2012 at 7.30pm.
Present: Cllrs M Heenan, D Nelson, Y Watkins, W Davis, M Leigh, I Bateman
In attendance: Mrs J Rosam (Clerk) and members of the public Mrs J Storey and Mrs A Davis
1. Election of Chairman
The Clerk asked for nominations and Cllr M Heenan was proposed by Cllr Y Watkins and seconded by Cllr D Nelson, all agreed.  Cllr Heenan took the chair and signed the declaration of acceptance of office.
2. Election of Vice Chairman
Cllr D Davies was proposed by Cllr M Heenan and seconded by Cllr D Nelson, all agreed.
Public Forum: a maximum of 15 minutes will be allowed for questions and comments from members of the public.

Comments were made on agenda items 13(b)

3. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs D Davies and N Finch.
4. Members of the Council are invited to declare any interest they may have in the business set 
out below.

None
5. Review and Adoption of Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Terms of Reference 
for Finance & Scrutiny Committee
The procedures were agreed without alteration.
6. Delegation of responsibilities
See separate sheet attached to minutes.  Cllrs W Davis agreed to be the first point of contact for the recreation area.  It was noted that Cllr I Bateman had extra work commitments that meant he would be unable to take on Council responsibilities.
7. Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 17th April 2012.

The minutes were received and signed by the Chairman as an accurate record.
8. County Councillor’s Report 
Cllr P Awford had sent his apologies and there was no report.
9. District Councillor’s Report 
Cllr D Davies had sent his apologies and there was no report.
10. Clerk’s Report

· The Clerk reported that she, Cllrs Heenan and Davies, officers from Tewkesbury Borough and RSPB had attended a meeting at Lassington Wood to discuss its maintenance.  It had been agreed to install improved signs and encourage Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust to hold more open days there.  All management issues to be reported to John Vine at the Borough.

· There had been one expression of interest in the Clerk’s vacancy but no application received as yet.  If no applications were received the position would be advertised county-wide.

· It was noted that Mark McGillion had resigned and the vacancy would be advertised on the parish noticeboard.

· The Clerk was waiting for quotes from insurance companies and would get a cheque signed when these had been received before the end of the month.

· Minutes from the Fun Day were available, Clerk would contact Cllr Finch again to see is she would be the representative for Council.  It was agreed that Council did not want a table this year.

· There are 80 commemorative mugs available for sale to the general public, £3.50 each.

· Correspondence:  Gloucestershire Playing Fields newsletter, Clerks and Council magazine, Campaign to Protect Rural England newsletter.
11.
Grounds – To consider management and maintenance of the recreation ground, future projects and the recreation ground bank account.


Cllr W Davis had agreed earlier in the meeting to take over from Mark McGillion as main contact for the recreation ground.  Cllr M Leigh agreed to look again at the MUGA (Multi Use Games Area), with a view to obtaining quotations so that Council would have a better idea of what would be involved.  It was noted that older children had been involved in fund raising and that this had been part of the original project.  The Clerk would liase with both Councillors to provide information.  


It was agreed not to close the recreation ground bank account at present but to keep the funds for the remedial work.  

12.
Planning – to consider the following planning applications
	12/00346/FUL  
	Mr & Mrs Cooper
	2 Poppy Field    Highnam    
	Single storey rear extension to provide a garden room

	12/00389/FUL  
	Mr D James
	147 Maidenhall    Highnam    
	Erection of a conservatory to the rear of the house



      There were no objections to either application, all agreed.

13. Finance 
(a) To approve the Annual Accounting Statement and the Annual Governance Statement
The Accounting Statement and Annual Governance Statement were both agreed and signed by the Chairman and Clerk/Responsible Officer.

(b)  To consider projects for the coming year
Suggestions were made for projects including extending the footpath around the spine road, carrying out remedial work in the playground and the installation of a MUGA.  After some discussion Cllr Heenan proposed that the first priority should be the replacement of surfacing at the playground, Cllr Leigh would get quotations for a MUGA and any money over would be held for the footpath project.  This proposal was agreed by all.


(c) The following invoices were agreed for payment:
	
RBS Premium a/c
	Cheque
	Power
	 

	08/05/2012
	GPFA - training seminar for Guy Shankster
	1107
	16
	£20.00

	08/05/2012
	HCCT
	1108
	19
	£17.00

	28/04/2012
	Mrs J A Rosam - salary
	s/o
	17
	£374.05

	 
	 
	 
	 
	£411.05


Additional invoice

	08/05/2012
	Guy Shankster - grounds
	1109
	4
	£79.63


 (d) The following bank reconciliation was agreed:

	RBS Account

	Balance at 28/03/2012
	£23,155.96
	Payments May 2012
	£411.05

	Payments Mar 2012
	£369.42
	Restricted funds
	£21,865.62

	 
	
	Operating balance
	£509.87

	Recreation Ground Project

	Balance at 27/12/2012
	£3,625.10
	Restricted funds
	£625.05

	Interest
	0.36
	Operating balance
	£3,000.41


The Chairman signed the letter appointment for the internal auditor, Mr J Brennan.

14. Residual items.  
Cllr Watkins reported that the floors of the Gambier Parry Hall and Parish Room are to be sanded and resealed, and that an induction loop may be put in the Parish Room.

Cllr Davis reported that a cycle path sign was broken, Clerk to chase.
Cllr Heenan had attended a National Planning Policy Framework meeting.  It was noted that any neighbourhood plan would have to comply with the Joint Core Strategy.
Next Meeting: Tuesday 12th June 2012 
Signed____________________________________   Date ______________________

	Councillor
	Subjects

	Mike Heenan
Chairman
	Public Relations 

Scrutiny/Budget



	Derek Davies

Vice-Chairman

Tewkesbury Borough Councillor
	Young People/Recreation 

Scrutiny/Budget

Roads

	David Nelson
	Environment/Recycling/Waste

Scrutiny/Budget 
Planning


	Mick Leigh
	Crime, Justice & the Law

Trees/Footpaths

Planning

	Wayne Davis
	Risk Assessment

Environment/Recycling/Waste

Highnam Community Centre Trustee

Recreation Ground

	Yan Watkins
	Highnam Community Centre Trustee

Internal Controls/Risk Assessment

Crime, Justice & the Law

	Ian Bateman
	

	Nikkie Finch
	Crime, Justice and the Law

Young People/Recreation
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