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                            Highnam Parish Council
       Lassington Oak                                  Highnam ~ Linton ~ Over ~ Lassington

Minutes of a meeting of Highnam Parish Council
held in The Old School on Tuesday 12th April 2011 at 7.30pm.

Present: Councillors R Hanbury (Chairman) D Davies, D Nelson, Y Watkins, M McGillion, 

In attendance: Mrs J Rosam (Clerk) and one member of the public.

  
Before the business of the meeting, a maximum of 15 minutes will be allowed for questions and comments from members of the public – notification of anti social behaviour in the village that had been reported to the police.
1. Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs The Rev’d P Kemp and M Heenan.  It was 
noted that Cllr A Campbell had resigned and her contribution was noted and appreciated.
2.
Members of the Council are invited to declare any interest they may have in the business set 
out below.


None

3.
Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 8th March 2011.


The minutes were received and signed by the Chairman as an accurate record.

4.
County Councillor’s Report

None
5.
District Councillor’s Report

None
6.
Clerk’s Report
· Notice of Poll for Borough Councillors on Thursday 5th May 2011.
· Latest update on Localism Bill

· Thank you letters received from the Youth Café and Gloucestershire Rural Community Council for grant monies.

· Community Care Guide
7.
Grounds
· It was agreed to replace the dog waste bin near the horse chestnut tree that had been destroyed.

· The licence had been received from Tewkesbury BC for the footpath which the Clerk would sign and return.  (Note that a full risk assessment is required from the contractor before work can begin).  The grant application for the path had been sent off.

· Village Signs – Debbie Fenton had no objection to one being placed on The Green.  Tewkesbury BC requires a licence for the one by the mini-roundabout.  No objections from Gloucestershire Highways.  The Clerk agreed to meet with Cllr Hanbury to confirm the exact locations of both.

· Playground Inspection course on Thursday 7th July.  Clerk recommended this course to all those involved with the weekly inspections at the recreation ground.

· There had been a site visit between the allotment association and Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust following the work at the pond and the Clerk is being kept informed of progress.
· There had been a successful wildflower planting day at the recreation ground.

· Cllr McGillion agreed to spend the sustainability grant money that is available for the play area.

8.
Highways

An email had been circulated from Nigel Riglar of GlosCC stating that County would not be 
prepared to provide any further barriers on the cycle path, The Clerk was asked to reply Mr Riglar 
and express Council’s concern that the current condition is unacceptable and inviting him to come 
to a meeting so the matter could be discussed further.
9.
Community Centre Report – Cllr Y Watkins

Mick Leigh had been appointed as caretaker/janitor with Bill Hawkes remaining as centre 
manager.  The Trust did not agree to making occasional payments to reduce the loan.  Wi-Fi was 
now installed in the Gambier Parry Hall and Parish Room.  The Trust would look for grants to 
carry out work in the Old School as recommended by an architect.
10.
Planning 
	11/00228/FUL  
	Mrs Anna Jones
	2 Beech Close    Highnam    
GL2 8EG        
	Proposed garden room, other external alterations and erection of a new screen wall
	Comments by: 

11th April

	11/00353/FUL  
	Mr Ramin Esfandiarinia
	7 Pincoate    Highnam    
GL2 8NE    
	Erection of single storey rear extension to form a sun room
	28th April


No objections

11.
Finance  
· To consider closing the Community Direct Plus and 14 Day Co-Op accounts – Clerk

There had been not movement on these accounts in the last financial year and they receive a very 
poor rate of interest.  It was therefore agreed that they should be closed and the money transferred 
to the RBS account.  Cllrs Hanbury and Davies signed the closure letter.

· Invoices for payment
	Standing orders RBS a/c
	Cheque
	Power
	 

	28/04/2011
	JA Rosam - salary
	s/o
	17
	£374.05

	Cheques - RBS a/c

	12/04/2011
	HCCT - Feb room hire*
	1046
	19
	£17.00

	12/04/2011
	R H Train - photos
	1047
	16
	£100.00

	12/04/2011
	Glos Assoc of Parish & Town Councils
	1048
	23
	£386.40

	 
	 
	 
	 
	£491.05


	 
	Recreation Ground Project
	 
	 
	 

	12/04/2011
	Mrs A Campbell
	40
	20
	£75.00

	12/04/2011
	Mrs J Bottomley
	41
	20
	£50.00

	12/04/2011
	Greenfields Garden Services
	42
	14
	£316.80

	12/04/2011
	Foliation Ltd
	43
	14
	£325.80

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 £ 767.60 


Additional invoices

	12/04/2011
	HCCT – March room hire
	1046
	19
	£36.00 (£53.00 total)

	12/04/2011
	Glebe Gardening
	1049
	4
	£111.25


All RBS cheques agreed.

Cheque 42 for Greenfields Garden Services Ltd was not agreed or signed.  Cllr McGillion stated that the membrane around some of the play items continually needs attention and he agreed to draft a letter to Greenfields asking for the matter to be rectified before payment would be made. 
· Bank reconciliation

	RBS Account

	Balance at 28/02/2011
	£9,352.67
	Payments Apr 2011
	£491.05

	Payments Mar 2011
	£1,037.48
	Restricted funds
	£2,542.04

	 
	 
	Operating balance
	£5,282.10

	Co-Op accounts

	Community Direct Plus
	
	Business Select 14 Day
	 

	Balance at 31/03/2011
	£237.78
	Balance at 31/03/2011
	£12,521.92

	Recreation Ground Project

	Balance at 28/03/2011
	£4,756.42
	Payments Apr 2011 (already made)
	£244.25

	 
	
	Payments Apr 2011
	 £ 767.60 

	 
	 
	Operating balance
	£3,744.57


Agreed

· The audit inspection period was now advertised for 21st April to 24th May.

· It was agreed to appointment John Brennan as internal auditor for the year ended March 2011.

12.
Residual items. 

None

The meeting closed at 8.15pm.
The Annual Meeting of Highnam Parish Council will be held on

 Tuesday 10th May 2011 in the Old School
Signed ________________________________________    Date ___________________________
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