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                            Highnam Parish Council
       Lassington Oak                                  Highnam ~ Linton ~ Over ~ Lassington

Minutes of a Meeting of Highnam Parish Council
held in The Old School on Tuesday 17 April 2012 at 7.30pm.

Present: Cllrs M Heenan (Chairman), D Nelson, Y Watkins, N Finch, W Davis, M Leigh

In attendance: Mrs J Rosam (Clerk) and member of the public Mrs J Storey.

Public Forum: a maximum of 15 minutes will be allowed for questions and comments from members of the public.  Items discussed included a request for the purchase of bulbs and a planning application.
1. Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received accepted from Cllrs D Davies and I Bateman.
2. Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 13 March 2012.
The minutes were received and signed by the Chairman as an accurate record.
3. Members of the Council are invited to declare any interest they may have in the business set 
out below.

Cllr D Nelson signed the book in relation to agenda item 7.
4. County Councillor’s Report 
Cllr Davies had sent his apologies and there was no report.
5. District Councillor’s Report 
Cllr Awford had sent his apologies and there was no report.  Council considered inviting 3 Liberal Democrat councillors to attend a meeting to explain their plans for an eco town in the village.  However, after some debate, it was agreed that not much would be gained by this and would in any case give a platform to their electioneering.  
6. Clerk’s Report

It was noted that the Clerk had tendered her resignation and that the position would be advertised in the Link and on the parish noticeboard.  She will be leaving at the end of June.
The Jubilee mugs had been received for the school children, leaving approx 80 for sale to the general public.  Clerk to arrange the sale of these.

a. Correspondence

· GRCC Vibrant Village of the Year 2012.  It was agreed not to enter this year.

· Community Payback Scheme - noted that this now costs £100 a day.

· Byelaws relating to acupuncture, tattooing etc received.

· Training days for Councillors notified. 

· Information for Young Gloucestershire

· CPRE Gloucestershire newsletter

· Caring Matters newsletter

· Tourist guides for Winchcombe and Tewkesbury

· Notification of a meeting to discuss Lassington Wood with officers from the Borough and the Wildlife Trust, Clerk and Chairman agreed to attend.

b. To consider a draft lease drawn up between FC Highnam and Tewkesbury BC.

Council agreed that it had no objections to the draft lease and that it would not have any interest in taking over the new clubhouse should the football club close.

7.
Planning – to consider the following planning applications
	12/00180/FUL  
	S G Smith & Son
	Lassington Court Farm    Lassington Lane    Highnam    
	Conversion of cart barn and conversion/partial rebuild of sties to provide 2 holiday cottages.

	12/00234/FUL  
	Mr J Greenhough
	15 Brimsome Meadow    Highnam    
	Two storey extension to front elevation

	12/00359/FUL  
	Mr S Hayes
	22 Popes Meade    Highnam
	Erection of two storey and single storey rear extensions and extension to existing front porch


An additional application had been received after the distribution of the agenda:
	12/00387/FUL  
	Mr S Lawrence
	5 Gordon Close    Highnam    
	Retention of 1.8m high timber fence along southern and western boundaries of the site.


Note that Cllr D Nelson did not participate in the discussions/voting relating to 12/00234/FUL
No objections to applications 12/00180/FUL, 12/00359/FUL and 12/00387/FUL, all agreed.
All agreed to object to 12/00234/FUL on the grounds that the building line is not being respected and any extension permitted for this type of development would set a precedent for the rest of the village.  An extension beyond the front building line would also seriously affect the street scene and the open plan nature of the estate. There are no dimensions on the plans and a previous planning permission at this property had not been adhered to.  

8.
Finance 
To receive a report from the Finance & Scrutiny Committee.

The Finance & Scrutiny Committee had met and advised that £10,000 was available in the current account for projects this year.  Council was asked to come to the next meeting with suggestions.  It was agreed to install a new dog waste on The Green.
The following invoices were agreed for payment:
	RBS Premium a/c
	Cheque
	Power
	 

	17/04/2012
	Petty Cash
	1101
	12
	£200.00

	17/04/2012
	Running Imp International Sports Ltd (mugs)
	1102
	s137
	£827.64

	17/04/2012
	Guy Shankster
	1103
	4
	£127.50

	17/04/2012
	HCCT - room hire/½ year rent
	1104
	19
	£288.00

	17/04/2012
	GAPTC - annual membership
	1105
	23
	£407.48

	17/04/2012
	Highnam PCC
	1106
	s137
	£215.00

	28/04/2012
	Mrs J A Rosam - salary
	s/o
	17
	£374.05

	 
	 
	 
	 
	£2,439.67


The following bank reconciliation was agreed.
	RBS Account

	Balance at 28/02/2012
	£24,345.39
	Payments April 2012
	£2,439.67

	Payments Mar 2012
	£1,189.43
	Restricted funds
	£14,586.25

	 
	
	Operating balance
	£6,130.04

	Recreation Ground Project

	Balance at 29/12/2011
	£3,625.10
	Restricted funds
	£625.05

	 
	 
	Operating balance
	£3,000.05


9. Residual items.  
The Clerk reminded those present that the next meeting is the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council when both Chairman and Vice Chairman are elected for the year.  This is an important business meeting when responsibilities are agreed and she urged that every Councillor make an effort to attend.

Concern had been expressed about the condition of the playground, agenda next month.

Cllr Watkins reported that the Old School would be closed for a while during replacement of the floor.

The Annual Meeting of Highnam Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 8th May 2012
Signed_____________________________________________   Date ______________________
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