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                            Highnam Parish Council
       Lassington Oak                                  Highnam ~ Linton ~ Over ~ Lassington

Minutes of a Meeting of  Highnam Parish Council held in
The Old School on Tuesday 11th October 2011 at 7.30pm.

Present: Cllrs M Heenan (Chairman), M McGillion, D Nelson, I Bateman, W Davis, Y Watkins,
M Leigh

In attendance: Cllr P Awford (Glos CC and Tewks BC), Mrs J Rosam (Clerk) and 2 members of the public
Public Forum: a maximum of 15 minutes will be allowed for questions and comments from members of the public.

Cllr Heenan reminded those present of the Council’s standing orders regarding public forum, particularly that no debate would be carried out on questions asked.  Topics covered included the new footpath, bulb planting in Maidenhall, hard standing for a bus stop and parish plan links on the web-site.

1. Apologies for Absence


Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr D Davies.
2. Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 13 September 2011.

The minutes were received and signed by the Chairman as an accurate record.
3. Members of the Council are invited to declare any interest they may have in the business set 
out below.


Cllr M McGillion signed the book in relation to agenda item 11.

4. County Councillor’s Report

Cllr Awford reported that the A4019 is to be closed for a year for bridge renewal and that 
diversions will impact on everyone in the area.  The Highways Agency was being pressed to 
complete the work as quickly as possible.  He had attended the Gloucestershire Highways 
information event and information leaflets were available.  There had been a judicial review 
of the planned libraries’ closures and the mobile library will continue until a decision is 
made.
5. District Councillor’s Report

Cllr Awford also reported from the Borough Council that a response had been drawn up to 
the new planning proposals with strong representations regarding flooding in the area.  The 
Joint Core Strategy will be decided soon.  He would let Council have information on 
protocols for case conferences should the need arise.  There was further debate on the use of 
the bus lane with concerns that both a lot of money had been used for the project and that 
the closure of the A4109 would force decisions to made on congestion.
6. Clerk’s Report

· This month’s magazines were available.  

· The Allotment Association had asked that it be noted that they are looking for additional land for plots.  They had had an incident of vandalism which had been reported to the police.

· A letter from a resident had been received regarding Chestnut Cottages.  The Clerk gave information on these properties which is attached to the minutes.

· An update on FC Highnam’s new clubhouse was read out and is also attached.

· The Clerk was chasing Tewks BC to clear litter on the A40/B4215 junction.

· Following a request from residents, two dog fouling signs had been placed along the cycle track.

· It was noted that the proposed 3 days of road works starting 17th October would not now take place.

· The next Finance & Scrutiny meeting was arranged for Saturday 22nd October.

· The Clerk will chase the village signs for the next meeting as the cheque will be out of date by then.

· Cllr Heenan had attended the Town/Parish Council Seminar held at Tewks BC.  Information from it was available and given to the Clerk.  The new Community Payback Scheme was noted.  Cllr Heenan urged other councillors to attend these twice yearly seminars.
7.
Closure of Recreation Ground Project and future inspection arrangements. Cllr M McGillion
· Following a meeting on 12th September, the recreation ground project had been dissolved with maintenance issues returning to the Parish Council.  Cllr McGillion would be the Council’s contact.  It was agreed to place the goal end project on the agenda for the next meeting.  
· Inspection of the playground had now tailed off.  It was agreed to advertise in the Link for volunteers to carry this out on a regular basis, with training being available from Glos Playing Fields Assoc.  

· Maintenance - the grass mound is to be re-seeded.  Cllr McGillion agreed to contact Jobs4U to arrange the repair of outstanding inspection issues; he was also in contact with the supplier with regard to installation issues.

· It was agreed to keep the bank account open for the time being as it would be needed for a grant application.

8.
Highways 

See Cllr Awford’s report item 4.

9.
Community Centre Trust report – Cllr Y Watkins
· The car park had been repaired.

· Gambier Parry Hall – new projector purchased, all fluorescent tubes replaced and new chairs to be ordered.
· Parish Room – projector being investigated, kitchen/toilet block re rendered

· The AGM is on 10th November.  
· Cllr M Heenan moved a vote of thanks to the Community Centre Trust following compliments received for the way that the site is now being managed.
10.
Housing Needs Survey – Cllr M Heenan


A housing needs questionnaire had been drawn up and was agreed.  Council will ask either 
Glos Rural Community Council or Tewks BC to circulate and evaluate for us.  
11.
Planning 
	11/01019/FUL
	Mr & Mrs M Bent
	15 Williams Orchard, Highnam
	Conservatory to the rear of the property

	11/01031/FUL
	Mr R Burgess
	11 Blacksmiths Ground, Highnam
	Single storey side extension and two storey rear extension

	11/00997/FUL
	Mr P Taylor 

(FC Highnam)
	Lassington Playing Fields, Oakridge
	Demolition of existing building and erection of new building to provide changing facilities (renewal of application Ref:- 07/01085/FUL)


15 Williams’ Orchard – no objection, unanimous

11 Blacksmiths Ground - The ground floor footprint is increased by over 50%. Council therefore considered that the design does not respect the scale and proportion of the original dwelling.  It was also concerned that a proposed upstairs window would overlook a neighbouring property.  Objection agreed, 4 in favour, 2 abstentions.  
FC Highnam Clubhouse – no objection, unanimous

12.
Finance 

Invoices for payment:
	
RBS a/c
	Cheque
	Power
	 

	11/10/2011
	HCCT - Sept booking/half year rent
	1079
	19
	£267.00

	11/10/2011
	Guy Shankster - Sept grounds
	1080
	4
	£126.00

	11/10/2011
	Campaign to Protect Rural England - membership
	1081
	23
	£29.00

	11/10/2011
	Loop Scorpio - broadband
	1082
	12
	£57.00

	28/10/2011
	J A Rosam - Salary
	
	17
	£374.05

	 
	 
	 
	 
	£853.05



All agreed

Bank reconciliation

	RBS Account

	Balance at 26/08/2011
	£24,958.61
	Payments Oct 2011
	£853.05

	Payments Sept 2011
	£3,924.65
	Restricted funds
	£14,081.00

	Balance at 28/09/2011
	£21,033.96
	Operating balance
	£6,099.91

	Recreation Ground Project

	Balance at 23/06/2011
	£3,755.96
	
	 

	Payments Sept 2011
	£372.00
	
	 

	Receipts Sept 2011
	£907.41
	
	 

	Operating balance
	£4,291.37
	 
	 


Agreed

13.
Residual items.  

The Chairman had been contacted by the local newspaper regarding an incident at the RSPB 
car park.

Cllr Davis had attended a meeting concerning the provision of improved broadband services 
in rural areas. 
The meeting closed at 8.50pm.

Next Meeting: Tuesday 8th November 2011
Signed___________________________________________________   Date _________________

Clerk’s Report – Chestnut Cottages
Chestnut Cottages are run by Gloucestershire Housing Association and are affordable rented housing, but you must be on a housing list to qualify for one. This is now run through Gloucestershire Homeseekers on a choice based lettings scheme.  If you do not own a computer then public ones are available in the libraries and Glos City Council.  If you cannot manage this, then TBC housing department will help you through the stages.  Property available is advertised weekly and those on the list bid for the property they want.  When the recent cottage became available, as far as I can ascertain, no-one from Highnam bid for it.  If you own your own property then you may not be eligible but if your current house is unsuitable for health reasons then you may be considered.  I have internet access so if there is anyone in the village who would like to come to the office I will show them the information and point them in the right direction.  There is also a link on the pc web site.  I will be putting this information in the Link.  

FC Highnam report from Phil Taylor, Chairman FC Highnam
We have started coaching girls and have had a very good response. We have received football foundation funding for this and the aim is to have girls’ teams ready for next season. We will need to have done something temporary or permanent by then re the toilets. I have been pushing for progress from Tewks BC and have the license/lease being produced by the legal dept at this time. I have also re applied for planning permission. The old permission ran out. We have made one small amendment which is to provide access to separate toilets for parents and officials. There’s no change to the size of the building. Once the legal and planning have been agreed I intend to make an application to SportEngland for the inspired facilities grant which can be up to £50,000. I will also make another application to Tewkesbury BC for capital funding. We have approx £80k raised to date and the project will cost approx £140k so subject to the success of the SportEngland bid we would be very close to the target required.
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