
[image: image1.png]


                            Highnam Parish Council
       Lassington Oak                                  Highnam ~ Linton ~ Over ~ Lassington

Minutes of a Meeting of  Highnam Parish Council held in The Old School
on Tuesday 12th July 2011 at 7.30pm.
Present:  Cllrs M Heenan (Chairman), D Davies, W Davis, M McGillion, Y Watkins, D Nelson

In attendance: Mrs J Rosam (Clerk), one member of the public

Public Forum: a maximum of 15 minutes will be allowed for questions and comments from members of the public.

Items included affordable housing which is an agenda item, the Fun Day, a possible breach of planing and the surface of the newly constructed footpath.

1. Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr M Leigh.
2. Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 14 June 2011.

The minutes were received and signed by the Chairman as an accurate record.
3. Members of the Council are invited to declare any interest they may have in the business set 
out below.


None
4. County Councillor’s Report

Cllr Awford had sent his apologies and the following report had been circulated:


There is a meeting on Friday this week regarding the cycle path, I will report back on any 
outcomes.

Thank you for the supportive letter to Nigel Riglar in relation to the Bus Lane, the issue is 
being explored with the Highways Agency, their main area of concern being a reversal in 
the future should a Park and Ride be constructed.  We may have to consider a robust 
campaign; I will also seek to get the MP on board.


The consultation on Public Transport has ended; I await the proposals for Highnam and will 
follow up any concerns raised.


There is a concern with the abundance of ragwort on the A40 , this is the responsibility of 
the Highways Agency who have been made aware together with the need for grass cutting, 
the contractors who cover the Gloucestershire Highways  sections are due to start shortly .


Should the subject of Care Provision be raised given the concerns around clients in homes 
run by Southern Cross, I was assured some time ago that no one in any of their homes will 
be at risk, the nearest home being Hygrove at Minsterworth , you will see from the media 
that the NHS are giving the same assurances.  Obviously, I will happily pick up any other 
issues that may arise,

5. District Councillor’s Report

Cllr Davies had attended a planning seminar organised by the Gloucestershire Association 
of Parish and Town councils (GAPTC) and a Joint Core Strategy meeting.  Once the JCS is 
in place each district will have a Local Development Framework (LDF).
6. Clerk’s Report

i.  Co-option of Parish Councillors

Mr Ian Bateman had applied to be co-opted to one of the current vacancies.  He was 
proposed by Cllr M Heenan and seconded by Cllr W Davis, all in favour, the position was 
therefore filled.  The Clerk would meet with Mr Bateman for induction.  There is still one 
vacancy which will continue to be advertised.

ii. Correspondence

Gloucestershire Waste Core Strategy consultation.

A reminder that the police information point is at the golf course on Thurs 21 July


Archaeology Service newsletter


Glos County Council and Tewkesbury BC newsletters already circulated.


iii. Fun Day Review

Mrs Storey and her team were thanked by Cllr Heenan for all the work put into the Fun Day, 
it was much appreciated.  Two items of feedback were noted, insufficient parking on site 
and that some stallholders had a problem not being under cover, the weather having been 
excellent once again.
7.
Grounds 
i. Update on Recreation Ground Project 

Cllr McGillion reported that there was still money available in the sustainability grant which 
has to be spent by the end of the month, it is for equipment only.  There are maintenance 
issues at the playground which are being investigated.  He would also be checking on 
arrangements for grass cutting.  The annual inspection of the playground had raised a 
number of issues and the committee would be meeting to resolve them.  Regular inspections 
were currently patchy and would also be considered.  The grant application for the goal end 
was almost ready to be sent




ii. To consider purchase of salt spreader

Glos Highways had offered a salt spreader for approx £95 for use by the snow warden 
within the parish – agreed.

8.
Highways - Report on cycle path 

Cllr Leigh was not present so there was no formal report.  However, following emails that 
had been circulated Council decided that it wished to make a formal complaint to Glos 
Highways regarding the poor advice and help it was receiving in trying to resolve the cycle 
path problems.
9.
Affordable Housing 


Cllr Heenan circulated a first draft of a suggested policy and asked that it be considered and 
discussed in full at the next meeting.  He felt that the Parish needs a policy and that 
affordable housing is a topic that cannot be ignored.  It was noted that Chestnut Cottages are 
very successful affordable housing for the elderly.  Cllr Davies reported that he had attended 
a housing seminar that covered issues that would arise with such a scheme.

It was agreed that Council would contact Gloucestershire Rural Community Council 
(GRCC) to look again at having a housing needs survey.

10.
Community Centre Report and Community Engagement

Cllr Watkins reported that a recent Trust meeting had been poorly attended and that the 
constitution needs to be revised to reflect the way the Trust is currently being run.  The 
finances are robust with plenty in reserve for maintenance.  General discussion followed as 
to how more people could become involved without too much pressure being applied, 
particularly as some users see themselves solely as paying customers.
11.
Planning 
	11/00574/FUL  
	Mr Alan Poole
	8 Peters Field    Highnam    GL2 8LR        
	Two storey side extension

	11/00687/FUL  
	Mr & Mrs Bottomley
	8 Wetherleigh Drive    Highnam   GL2 8LW
	Demolition of existing garage, proposed  two-storey side extension, erection of brick boundary wall and gate

	11/00700/FUL  
	Mr Mark Tucker
	20 Popes Meade    Highnam    GL2 8LH        
	Proposed side and rear extension


8 Peters Field – no objection, all in favour.  

8 Wetherleigh Drive – object – 3 in favour, 2 abstentions.  No 8 Wetherleigh Drive has a large existing extension to the rear.  Parish Council considers that the proposed further extension is out of keeping by virtue of its mass and bulk.  It is not in keeping with other properties in the road and is an over dominant addition to an already extended property.

20 Popes Meade – comment – 5 in favour. The site location plan shows the extension to neighbouring property no 21 Popes Meade which is not shown on the proposed plan document.  The proposed extension to no 20 would be at right angles and very close to no 21 and both would overlook the other.

12.
Finance 

Invoices for payment: updated list:
	RBS a/c
	Cheque
	Power
	 

	13/07/2011
	HCCT May/June room hire, Fun Day proceeds
	1060
	19
	£659.05

	13/07/2011
	Bristol Ferret Club (Fun Day)
	1061
	s137
	£50.00

	13/07/2011
	Churcham Bouncy Castles (FD)
	1062
	s137
	£130.00

	13/07/2011
	Highnam Court Cricket Club (FD)
	1063
	s137
	£100.00

	13/07/2011
	Highnam PC Recreation Ground Project (FD)*
	1064
	s137
	£625.05

	13/07/2011
	Tewkesbury BC - dog bins
	1065
	28
	£468.00 

	13/07/2011
	Digley Associates - inspection
	1066
	14
	£54.00 

	13/07/2011
	Greenfields Garden Services Ltd
	1067
	5
	£8,330.88

	28/07/2011
	JA Rosam - salary
	s/o
	17
	£374.05

	 
	
	
	
	£10,791.03

	Recreation Ground Project

	23/06/2011
	Cheltenham Mowers - 
	46
	14
	£349.00

	 
	 
	 
	 
	£349.00



Bank reconciliation

	RBS Account

	Balance 27/05/2011
	£38,372.91
	Payments July 2011
	£10,791.03

	Payments June 2011
	£1,302.83
	Restricted funds
	£15,050.00

	Receipts June 2011
	£6,625.89
	
	 

	Balance at bank 28/06/2011
	£43,695.97
	Operating balance
	£17,854.94

	Recreation Ground Project

	Balance 27/05/2011
	£4,809.28
	Payments July 2011
	£349.00

	Payments June 2011
	£1,550.40
	
	 

	Balance at bank 23/06/2011
	£3,258.88
	Operating balance
	£2,909.88


Noted that approx £900 was due to the Recreation Ground Project from a VAT refund.
13.
Residual items.  


The Newent Onion Fayre is on Saturday 10th September.


Clerk to follow up the village sign and roll of honour board lettering.

Next Meeting: Tuesday 13th September 2011
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