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                            Highnam Parish Council
       Lassington Oak                                  Highnam ~ Linton ~ Over ~ Lassington
Minutes of a Meeting of Highnam Parish Council
                       held in The Old School on Tuesday 11 March 2014
Present: Cllrs: D Davies( Chair ), D Nelson, Y Watkins, and M Welch

In Attendance: Mr R Hicks(Clerk), Cllr P Awford and 8 members of the public                                                                                                                                                                              Public Forum:   
Council were thanked for an excellent NDP presentation. Question asked whether response had been good; this will not be known until responses have been analysed. Question again whether anything can be done to stop heavy vehicles driving on the central reservation in Maidenhall; Stagecoach have been contacted and they are supposed to have warned their drivers. Question about progress on trees because it will soon be too late for planting; Cllr Nelson is dealing with this, with Bob Stembridge from Allotment Association. Question as to what is happening with application for houses off Lassington Lane; received by TBC; NDP has been launched; JCS lists Highnam as Service Village, to take some limited housing. Vote on JCS will be taken at TBC on 7 April, Gloucester on 8 April and Cheltenham on 9 April; feeling is that Cheltenham will not support JCS despite having land available for housing. 
1.      Apologies for Absence 
Cllrs Heenan and Bennett 
2.      Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 11 February 2014
            The minutes were received by the Chair and signed as an accurate record.

3.      Members of the Council are invited to declare any interest they may have in the business      

         set out below    

            Cllr Watkins declared an interest in Item 18, Planning
4.      County Councillor’s Report 
Gloucester CC have announced no increase in their precept; budget is very tight but achievable. An A48 scrutiny group is looking at ways to reduce accidents. Work is to be done on A40, but start date is unclear. Care must be taken that development in Highnam does not cause increase in flooding problems in Maisemore, Minsterworth and elsewhere. Ashleworth have a hostile planning application
5.      District Councillor’s Report 
            TBC need to save £1m this year, and plans are on course to achieve this. Council Tax has been frozen again for the 4th year running, and is one of the lowest. A dog owner has been fined £50 after being reported to TBC by a member of the public for allowing her pet to foul near a play area; people should complain (in confidence) if they witness occurrences and can provide information about the culprits identity 
6.      Clerks Report                                        
            Allotment Association have sent thank you letter and photo of fence following Council grant towards cost. Application has been submitted to Community Development Fund for grant towards NDP costs. Request has been received from Victim Support for donation; proposal not seconded
7.       Information Management Strategy

            Proposal has been made that communications between Councillors should remain between Councillors, unless specific permission is given for its onward transmission. This was agreed and Clerk is to issue instruction
8.       Strategic Planning Committee/Neighbourhood Development Plan
            This is ongoing
 9. i.    Parish Open Space/Right to Bid
No progress to report
 ii.   Picnic Benches
            Benches to be ordered end March
10.     Affordable Housing
      Rooftops Housing Association is to look at site previously identified
11.     Hunter Page Proposals
Request was made that it be recorded that the presentation was not as professional as might have been expected; leafleting was limited until complaint was made, and insufficient forms were available at public event
12.     Footpath Variation

           Suggestion made for a variation; to be discussed to get Council approval to move 

           forward to discussions with landowner. Cllr Davies noted that there is a new contractor 

           responsible for PROW
13.     Service Villages

Nothing to report
14.     Bus Shelters
Nothing to report
15.     Celebrate Your Space Grant
No progress; Cllr Nelson waiting for 2nd quote, and to talk to TBC ref. grants
16.     GRCC Gift to Gloucestershire
            No progress; waiting for Cllr Nelson
17.     Royal British Legion – Poppies

            Scheme to involve schoolchildren in planting poppy seeds to commemorate 100th 

            anniversary of WW1; it was agreed that we should take part wit seeds planted opposite

            Highnam Stores and by Village signs
18.     Planning
                    i.         Applications
	14/00059/FUL
	Mr M McGillion
	43 Maidenhall GL2 8DJ
	Two storey rear extension and pitched roof on existing front porch


                         It was not possible to take a vote on this application; no quorum 
ii. Encroachments

                   No response yet from TBC re. fence at 5 Williams Orchard 
19.  Finance   

                      i.-  to approve invoices for payment
	         Date
	             RBS a/c
	Cheque
	Power
	Amount

	14 February 2014
	Mainstream Digital
	DD
	       12
	£        1.98

	28 February 2014
	Admin Costs
	S/O
	       13  
	£    364.36

	11 March 2014
	Guy Shankster
	000076
	         4
	£    116.25  

	11 March 2014
	GAPTC
	000077
	       23
	£    418.17

	11 March 2014
	SBS Backups
	000078
	       12   
	£      50.00

	11 March 2014
	HCCT
	000079
	       19 
	£      18.00

	11 March 2014
	M Heenan (NDP)
	000080
	       16    
	£      30.67

	11 March 2014
	Perpetua Press (NDP)
	000081
	       16
	£    109.00


                            Invoices were approved for payment
 20.  Bank Reconciliation

	Bank reconciliation February 2014

	RBS Account

	Balance at 31 January 2013
	£32,684.90
	Payments February 2014
	£572.84

	Receipts February 2014
	£500.00
	Restricted funds
	£21,260.00

	 
	
	Operating balance
	£11,352.06

	Recreation Ground Project

	Balance at 27/09/2013
	£3,627.65
	Restricted funds
	£625.05

	Receipts December 2013
	£0.37
	
	 

	 
	 
	Operating balance
	£3,002.97

	
	
	
	

	Restricted funds in RBS a/c
	
	
	

	Project Reserves
	£10,000.00
	
	

	Council Reserves
	£10,000.00
	
	

	NDP Reserves
	£500.00
	
	

	Fun Day Proceeds
	£615.50
	
	

	Unpaid Cheques
	£144.50
	
	

	
	£21,260.00
	
	


21.     Residual Items

  None
The meeting closed at 8.17 pm
Next meeting  8 April 2014 at 7.30pm in Old School Room                                                                      
 Signed______________________________________________   Date __________________
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