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                            Highnam Parish Council
       Lassington Oak                                  Highnam ~ Linton ~ Over ~ Lassington
Minutes a Meeting of Highnam Parish Council
held in The Old School on Tuesday 14 January 2014
Present: Cllrs: M Heenan (Chairman), D Davies, D Nelson, Y Watkins, C Penny, W Davis and         
                        M Welch, S Bennett
In Attendance: Mr R Hicks(Clerk), Cllr P Awford, 3 members of the public                                                                                                                                                                              Public Forum:   
Mrs J Storey reminded Council that she will help plant trees when they are available ( Messrs Nelson and Stembridge please note). It was asked whether Council will pay for rabbit guards for the new trees.  Large pot holes in Maidenhall were reported, and heavy rutting of the centre reservation in the dual carriageway; Cllr Awford to deal with.
1.      Apologies for Absence 
None
2.      Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 12 November 2013
            The minutes were received by the Chairman and signed as an accurate record.

3.      Approval of the Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on 12 December 2013

            The minutes were received by the Chairman and signed as an accurate record.
4.      Members of the Council are invited to declare any interest they may have in the business      

         set out below    

            None
5.      County Councillor’s Report 
Cllr P Awford reported that he is trying to get a maintenance routine set up to jet the gully by the Highnam traffic lights to reduce flooding; a study of A48/A40 traffic is with Minsterworth PC, and will be passed to Highnam after. Both responses should be linked, and the proposed ‘improvement’ work is due to start in 2015. Extra funding is being sought for road repairs, and it may be possible to get some Funding from the EU.
6.      District Councillor’s Report 
            Cllr Davies reported that BT had now repaired the telephone cable fault, and lines

            should be working by Wed.15 January( as of Friday 17 January residents were still 
            reporting phones out of action!!) TBC have accepted Highnam as a Neighbourhood 
            Area. TBC are trying to formulate a growth plan to obtain money from an 

            Enterprise fund, in order to move on projects currently held up or making slow 

            progress.                

7.      Clerks Report                                        
            Clerk reported that the Parish web site is now available again, having been updated from Frontpage to Expressions Web. Other items will be reported as they appear on the agenda.
8.       Strategic Planning Committee
            A meeting is being held with TBC this week and will be reported on at a later date.
            A discussion followed on housing, when it was stated that NDP can take precedent

            over other proposals, but is not likely to be complete until at least mid 2015.
9. i.    Parish Open Space/Right to Bid
An encouraging response has been received from TBC, but Land Registry searches are necessary on areas not owned by TBC before this can be moved further forward.

 ii.   Picnic Benches
            This item is held until March
10.     Affordable Housing
      Not much movement; potential sites are being identified to Severn Vale Housing for their comments.
11.     Service Villages

             The last Forum was attended by Paul Skelton and Holly Jones from TBC; a new form 

             of agreement is being drawn up; 2 villages have signed up straight away, but some 

             villages are not happy about working together.  
12.     Bus Shelters
A quote has now been received; because the ground falls away at the back of the site,
the base may require extra work; alternatives are being considered and costed. 

13.     Celebrate Your Space Grant
            Cllr Nelson has obtained some prices, and has a meeting this week to further matters.
14.     GRCC Gift to Gloucestershire
            Clerk to supply details to Cllr Nelson, and of other source of trees.
            A tree has been pulled over on the spine road, and a fallen tree reported on the cycle

            path and in Lassington Wood; Clerk to report to TBC. 

15.     Planning  i.  Applications
	13/01019/OUT
	Mrs D Fenton
	The Timberyard, Two Mile Lane, GL2 8DW
	Outline application for demolition of existing buildings and erection of two residential dwellings

	13/01149/FUL
	MR Norman
	18 The Range, GL2 8NL
	Retrospective application for change of use of amenity land to incorporate within residential cartilage & retention of close boarded fence


        No objection to The Timberyard; a strong objection has been submitted to TBC   
        regarding The Range. 

ii. Encroachments

              A Land Registry search is being done before any further action is taken

16.  Finance   

                      i.-  to approve invoices for payment
	                                            RBS a/c
	
	 Cheque
	Power
	Amount

	28 November 2013
	Admin Costs
	S/O
	       13  
	£    364.36

	01 December 2013
	GRCC
	000063
	       27
	£      60.00

	01 December 2013
	Highnam Youth Cafe
	000064
	   S137
	£    250.00

	01 December 2013
	Highnam Allotment Association
	000065
	   S137
	£    200.00

	01 December 2013
	Loop Scorpio
	000066
	       12
	£      57.00

	01 December 2013
	HCCT
	000067
	       19  
	£      18.00

	01 December 2013
	Fast Hosts
	000068
	       21
	£      43.09

	01 December 2013
	Benefice Press
	000069
	       16
	£    120.00

	16 December 2013
	Mainstream Digital
	DD
	       12
	£      39.14

	30 December 2013
	PWLB
	DD
	       14
	£10524.63

	30 December 2013
	Admin Costs
	S/O
	       13
	£    364.36

	14 January 2014
	HCCT
	000070
	       19
	£        4.50

	14 January 2014
	Guy Shankster
	000071
	         4
	£    120.00

	14 January 2014
	SBS Backups
	000072
	       12
	£      87.50

	16 January 2014
	Mainstream Digital
	DD
	       12
	£        3.05


       Invoices were approved for payment.

17.  Bank Reconciliation

	Bank reconciliation December 2013

	RBS Account

	Balance at 29 November 2013
	£44,849.84
	Payments December 2013
	£11,400.72

	Receipts December 2013
	£4.34
	Restricted funds
	£20,978.64

	 
	
	Operating balance
	£12,474.82

	Recreation Ground Project

	Balance at 28/06/2013
	£3,627.27
	Restricted funds
	£625.05

	Receipts September 2013
	£0.38
	
	 

	 
	 
	Operating balance
	£3,002.60

	Restricted funds in RBS a/c
	
	
	

	Project Reserves
	£10,000.00
	
	

	Council Reserves
	£10,000.00
	
	

	Fun Day Proceeds
	£615.50
	
	

	Unpaid Cheques
	£363.14
	
	

	
	£20,978.64
	
	


18.     Residual Items
         1.  Failure of telephone and broadband service – 3 weeks is too long for repairs to be
               carried out – problem has been raised at MP level – Press approaches should be 

               referred to Chairman

2. Failure of traffic lights again – bus lane not likely to be scrapped – Cllr Awford has

      promoted 2nd Severn crossing with MP

3. Leaflets have been distributed to some households re energy savings – linked to one 

               substation and exercise to reduce peak useage with cash promotion for savings made

               to individuals and community

4. Cycle track – suggestion was made that the Parish Council buy and pass on to GCC 

in return for maintenance. Clerk to progress with Rob Keene and GCC 
5. Complaint from a resident of Williams Orchard that water is draining from the fields 

into his garage. TBC have carried out some work, but this may not be the solution

6. Question was asked whether any new houses come off the prospective quota from 

       JCS – answer is Yes

7.  Access to the new changing room at the Sports field is reported to be very wet, and ruts have been left in the field which could be dangerous. Clerk to contact contractor

8. Report of HCCT meeting; business is going well and growing. Purchase of new blinds being considered for Old School. Question whether work could be done on car park; this is not priority 
The meeting closed at 8.50pm
Next meeting  11 February 2014 at 7.00pm in Old School Room                                                                      
 Signed______________________________________________   Date __________________
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